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ABSTRACT 
This research aims to evaluate and analyze, emphasize the need to have a 
regulation to maintain a systematic solid waste management system, provide an 
awareness regarding the vital needs to have a proper waste management system in 
Malaysia and its benefits to the society and country whilst taking into consideration the 
effects of a improper waste management. Thus, the importance of such a systematic 
waste management can be highlighted and steps will be taken in accordance to the 
Environmental Quality Act 1974. The research will also introduce ways and regulations 
that can be imposed upon associated authorities to prevent or even control any form of 
pollution. The Environmental Quality Act 1974 itself should include classifications not 
only on restriction on scheduled waste, but also on all types of solid domestic waste. The 
existing regulations could be revised in order to find an effective solution to the problem 
of unhygienic, improper and unsafe way of managing solid domestic waste in Malaysia. 
Operators of such landfills have to be responsible to treat the matter of overfilling 
landfills and its affect on the nation at large. The government plays a crucial role in 
maintaining and restricting the society to ensure a better world to live in. However, it is 
also the role of individuals to be aware of the importance of living in a safe and clean 
environment around them. 
iv 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Acknowledgement 
Abstract 
Contents 
List of Cases 
CHA 
1.1 
1.2 
1.3 
1.4 
1.5 
1.6 
1.7 
PTER ONE: 
Introduction 
Problem Statement 
Objective of Study 
Literature Review 
Methodology 
Limitation 
Significance of Study 
INTRODUCTION 
1 
3 
4 
5 
8 
9 
10 
CHAPTER TWO: SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT IN MALAYSIA 
2.1 Introduction 11 
2.2 Definition of Waste 12 
2.3 Solid Wastes in Malaysia 13 
2.4 Landfill Operations 16 
2.4.1 Maintenance of Landfill 18 
2.5 Landfill Operators 18 
2.6 Overview 19 
V 
CHAPTER THREE THE EXISTING REGULATION IN RELATION 
TO SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT IN 
MALAYSIA 
3.1 Introduction 21 
3.2 Provision and Authorities 21 
3.2.1 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 22 
3.3 Local Government Act 1976 23 
3.4 Punishment for improper management of waste 24 
3.4.1 Environmental Quality Act 1974 24 
3.4.2 Local Government Act 1976 25 
(Refuse collection, Removal and Disposal by-law) 
3.5 Need to have a specific provision 25 
CHAPTER FOUR FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
4.1 Introduction 27 
4.2 Current Practice in Malaysia 27 
4.2.1 Landfill Acceptance Criteria 27 
4.2.2 Secure Landfill Design 28 
4.2.3 Landfill Operations 28 
4.3 Laws and Regulations in Malaysia 29 
4.3.1 Increasing demand for a Fresh Regulation 30 
4.3.2 Responsibility for federal and local government 30 
4.4 Situations in the UK and USA 32 
4.5 Findings 32 
